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The war against the com laws ended in the triumph of the
Manchester economists.062 But while these were preaching the
faith otlaissezfaire and self-help, reality compelled the state to
intervene as protector and organizer in the nation's economic
life. Thus Bruce regards the new poor law of 1834. once abom-
inated as a triumph of laissez faire, as the beginnings of the
welfare state;863 Huzel, incidentally, maintains that, despite
Malthus, the old poor law had not assisted a rise in popula-
tion.864 The history of medical welfare offers some support to
Bruce's views.865 Nevertheless, there should be no doubt that
despite all this growing social concern, both private and
public, the typical figure of the age (at least down to the
seventies) remained the energetic and self-reliant entrepreneur
left essentially free in his enterprising,886 Three of the best-
known engineers have received pretty naive biographies, from
one hand.867 The England of that day produced a good many
examples of an odd mixture of selfmade wealth and con-
scientious philanthropy, often associated with off-key fixed
ideas: Briggs presents one such in his book about the chocolate
manufacturer Rowntree, Armytage another in his about the
politically active manufacturer Mundella.858
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